Carl Henry on the Eve of Perfection
Born in Jamaica, Carl Henry moved to Montreal at the age of five, when he was just a “young buck.” He says it is a good place to live because it’s a multicultural environment and a melting pot. “So you know, minus the cold, those are some of the benefits,” he says. 
Henry says he began singing when he was about four in his grandmother’s church in Jamaica. “I guess from that, the whole passion really took off, and I’ve always enjoyed being on stage. I received encouragement from a really young age as well, so that kind of propelled me into this whole domain.”
Henry’s major musical influence was gospel. He looks to one group, The Winans, as major mentors as they were the first to bring gospel music out of churches and into large arenas. He also considers The Clark Sisters to be legends, and looks up to the greats like Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder and Donny Hathaway. “Those are some of the people I really cherish and look up to musically because their music transcends time.”
Henry, who is in New York putting the finishing touches on his sophomore album, says he is “getting ready to get back into the swing of things.” In a telephone interview Henry says he is primarily working on finishing up his album “Perfect”, due out in late spring, 2005. Henry says this album reveals more of who Carl Henry is. “As an artist I’ve definitely grown from the first album. I’ve evolved and matured, and this album really reflects that whole growth.” He also says that you will hear the fusion of R&B and dance hall, but it is not strictly a dancehall album adding, “You’ll hear the dance hall rhythms and all that, but the lyrics show who I am, and reflects not just music but my life.” 
Henry has worked with a number of producers including, Great Dane, K–Fam, Mr. Doo and Canadian producer J Rome. “All the producers I’ve worked with are so different in how they approach things, so it’s always interesting to work with producers who really know what they are doing.” 
During Canadian Music Week Henry was nominated for a Canadian Radio Music Award. He has also been honoured with an Urban X–Posure Award in 2003 and this year marks his third Juno nomination. Asked how it feels to hear he is nominated for such prestigious awards, Henry says, “It’s definitely always a nice feeling. The industry is recognizing what you’re doing, so it just makes you feel good because people are really paying attention and see that I’m here and I’m doing something that they are taking note of. It’s kind of like a stamp of approval, it does mean a lot.” He says he will be attending the Junos with no expectations. “I’m just going to go with the flow.”
Last July Henry went on a month–long tour of Europe with Sean Paul, Beenie Man, Elephant 
Man and TOK, which he says was “crazy.” “It was just great. We did France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands and Belgium. It was a humongous festival, like 30,000 to 40,000 people and as far as I was concerned people didn’t know who I was, but they embraced my music and made me feel like I was a legend or something, so it was quite the experience. It was nice that the people really appreciated your music for your music and not because you’re that established artist or have that star factor.”
Henry had a “surreal” experience in Cologne, Germany as he was sitting on a restaurant patio. A car drove by and all he could hear was “Bare as She Dare” coming out of the car. “I was just like wow, to be half way around the world and then hear somebody playing your song, it’s just very exhilarating. It was a wonderful, wonderful feeling.” Last year Henry also performed shows in his homeland of Jamaica, the United States as well as Canada.
Some people have referred to Henry as a true Canadian urban music ambassador which he says he will not argue with because he enjoys what he does.“I will gladly play that role and spread the 
greatness of Canadian urban artists around the world because there is so much talent that needs to be heard, developed and spread.” 
Wild 101 will present Henry with special guests Caramel City live in concert on Friday. Tickets are available at Sunrise Records in the Pen Centre or at Farenheit Night Club.
Henry says anyone attending the show can expect a lot of fun. “I’m back, getting ready to drop the new album and show the bigger, better Carl Henry.” [CHELSEY SPINOSA]
